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all the inhabitants of the land, the larger number
of which are in no way debarred by caste scruples^
from this diet. Indeed, the lower classes have no
objection to animal food whenever it offers at
sufficiently low prices, and provided, except in
the case of the most degraded, it is not beef.
Sharks are numerous and fierce. Saw-fish, pike,
and sword-fish, sea-horses, hedgehogs, stingrays,
devil-fish, eels, cat-fish, different carps, mahseer,
the Indian salmon running to 60 and 80 Ibs., the
hilsa of Bengal, an estimable fish which furnishes
the breakfast tables of Calcutta, perch, mullet,
bream, mackerel, tunny-fish, and the excellent
seer, are amongst the better known species found
in fresh and salt water.

Efforts are being made at present to systemati-
cally work steam trawlers, the fish caught by
which would be cured and dispersed all over the
country, but they have not yet been crowned with
success.

Many books might be written about the insects
of India, commonly called Puchi Gichi, the Indian
equivalent of bugs and beetles, the protective form
and colouring of many of which are of surpassing
interest. It is indeed impossible to distinguish
certain butterflies and other insects from their
surroundings, even though they are watched, when
alighting on the substance, the appearance of
which they so closely imitate.